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HFT ViperFis II, Deep Towed Depressor

The ViperFish II is a joint development project between Innova and HFT, based upon previ-
ous depressor designs undertaken by HFT and the designs of the communications- , con-
trol- and handling systems undertaken by Innova AS.
The design is a combination of a hydrodynamic depressor design and a heavily ballasted 
“clump weight”.

The ViperFish II is a fully steerable and controllable depressor intended for heavy work in 
deep water. The main purpose is to be a sub sea “Tug” for other towed equipment like the 
Turbot, test equipment or other scientific sensors. It may also be instrument carrier in it’s 
own right.

It is controlled from the surface vessel making use of on board altimeter, pressure sensor 
and INS. The navigation system on the surface vessel – combining own navigation and 
depth data with data from the VFII will keep a safe distance from the seabed as well as keep-
ing the best possible heading and position.

Depth ratings depending on
size and utilization.
4000m is within scope

Specifications*

It may also be equipped with Buoyancy and Acoustic Release to dump the ballast and heavy tow cable to en-
able a safe recovery of equipment in case of cable breakage or other circumstances like entanglement in other 
objects near the seabed. 

Technical equipment:

•	 Altimeter
•	 Pressure sensor
•	 F/O Multiplexer
•	 Control computer
•	 Fiber optic gyro or rate sensor
•	 PDU
•	 Actuators for wings, rudder and foils
•	 Collision avoidance sonar

Optional equipment:

•	 Acoustic release
•	 INS
•	 Multibeam Echosounder
•	 Side scan sonar
•	 Cameras and light-/strobe equipment
•	 Scientific test equipment
•	 Sub bottom profiler


